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Market News Market News 

MissionMission
To provide accurate, timely and unbiased 
information on current market conditions



• First Market News report issued March 1915 
in Hammond, LA

• In early years, primary focus was on printed 
reports which were mailed, and later faxed

• Dissemination was supplemented with 
recorder and radio reports

• As Internet became available, text and PDF 
reports became available electronically

Market News Market News -- Background Background 



Market News Market News -- Reports  Reports  

NEW YORK Terminal Prices as of 07-FEB-2008                                     

Provided by:  Fruit and Vegetable Market News,                  
Federal - State Market News Service, USDA.                               

VEGETABLES                                                      
---ARTICHOKES: OFFERINGS INSUFFICIENT TO QUOTE.                    
---ASPARAGUS:  MARKET LOWER.  pyramid cartons/crates 28 lb bunched MX Green lge
36.00-38.00 some 40.00 std 36.00-38.00 some 40.00 occas lower sml fr appear    
26.00 few higher 11 lb cartons bunched MX Green exlge 16.00-18.00 lge
16.00-18.00 std 16.00-18.00 few higher PE AIR Green exlge fr cond 10.00-12.00  
few 14.00 ord cond 4.00-6.00 lge fr cond 10.00-12.00 few 14.00 ord cond
4.00-6.00 occas higher std fr cond 10.00-12.00 few 14.00 ord cond 4.00-6.00    
occas higher White 20.00-22.00 fr appear 18.00 fr cond 15.00                   
---BEANS: OFFERINGS LIGHT.   bushel crates FL Round Green Type 40.00-42.00 few 
38.00 fr appear 35.00-36.00 holdovers 30.00 MX Round Green Type Machine Picked 
44.00-45.00 bushel cartons FL Round Green Type Handpicked 42.00 few higher MX  
Round Green Type 38.00-40.00 few 42.00 5 lb cartons GU AIR Hericot Vert (French
Type) 16.00-18.00 fr appear 15.00 occas lower PE Hericot Vert (French Type)    
18.00-20.00                                                           
---BEETS:  MARKET ABOUT STEADY.  cartons/crates bunched TX 24s 18.00-20.00     
occas higher 25 lb sacks loose CD Ontario med-lge 6.00-8.00 mostly 6.00-7.00 MI
med-lge 6.00-8.00 mostly 6.00-7.00                                             
---BROCCOLI:  MARKET ABOUT STEADY.  cartons AZ/CA bchd 14s 14.00-15.00 occas
higher fr appear 12.00 occas higher bchd 18s 15.00-17.00 MX Baby Hybrid Type   
bchd 18s 35.00 20 lb cartons loose AZ/CA Crown Cut 14.00-16.00 few 13.00       
occas lower 



• Advantages of text and PDF reports:
– Good overview of all information
– Compact, easily printed

• Disadvantages of text and PDF reports
– Unstructured, static data that cannot be searched
– Specific information not easily identifiable in text 

reports
– Today’s report replaces yesterday’s - limited  

historical reports available 
– Customer requests for customized sets of 

historical data – required staff and delivery time

Market News Market News -- Reports Reports 



• Provides customers with real-time, web-
based access to daily and historical 
information

• Since 1998, about 24 million price records for 
terminal markets alone – provides access to 
all

• Allow users to create and save customized 
views of data

Why a Portal?Why a Portal?



• Data can be segregated for multiple 
combinations, like organics, greenhouse, 
season, origin, etc.

• Customers can download information in 
multiple formats:  Excel, XML, plain text, and 
PDF

• By registering, users can set up a 
customized FVMN Portal home page

Why a Portal?Why a Portal?



FruitFruit and Vegetable and Vegetable 
MarketMarket News PortalNews Portal

General Features

• Browse By Commodity
• Browse By Report Type
• Custom Reports
• Popular Reports
• Other key features



Browse By CommodityBrowse By Commodity

• Navigate by commodity group, then commodity
• First stop for FVMN Portal newcomer
• Best way to explore a commodity



• Toggle between Market, Shipping Point and Movement
• Refine on any date, location, variety

Browse By CommodityBrowse By Commodity



• Download to Excel, Text, XML or PDF
• In Excel, use additional filters and tools

Browse By CommodityBrowse By Commodity

Download options:



Browse By CommodityBrowse By Commodity

TOMATOES MEXICO CROSSINGS 
THROUGH NOGALES, ARIZONA

flats 1 layer
VINE 
RIPES

1/26/2008 6.95 8.95 2007 39s
Grnhse Incl
Hydroponic

TOMATOES MEXICO CROSSINGS 
THROUGH NOGALES, ARIZONA

flats 1 layer
VINE 
RIPES

1/26/2008 4.95 6.95 2007 45s
Grnhse Incl 
Hydroponic

TOMATOES MEXICO CROSSINGS 
THROUGH NOGALES, ARIZONA

Organic 15 lb cartons
VINE 
RIPES

12/15/2007 24.45 25.00 2007 32s Greenhouse

TOMATOES MEXICO CROSSINGS 
THROUGH NOGALES, ARIZONA

Organic 15 lb cartons
VINE 
RIPES

12/15/2007 24.45 25.00 2007 35s Greenhouse

TOMATOES MEXICO CROSSINGS 
THROUGH NOGALES, ARIZONA

Organic 15 lb cartons
VINE 
RIPES

12/22/2007 24.45 26.95 2007 32s Greenhouse

Sample downloaded query – Excel format



Browse By Report TypeBrowse By Report Type

• Select Terminal Market, Shipping Point, or Movement
• Select location – click on link or anywhere on map
• Best way to explore a specific area

“California”
selected in 

this example



• All information for the selected area is displayed
• Refine to specific location or date

Browse By Report TypeBrowse By Report Type



• Sample
Movement 
report

• Refined to 
specific 
location 
and date

• Additional
refinement
available

Browse By Report TypeBrowse By Report Type



Recently added refine options for organic 
and environment (primarily greenhouse)   

Browse By Report TypeBrowse By Report Type

New!



Browse By Commodity or Browse 
By Report Type for information 
on a specific day

Use Custom Report for retrieving        
data for longer periods or by 
season

Log in to the FVMN Portal 
for additional features and 
personalization, especially for 
Custom Reports (free account)

Advanced FeaturesAdvanced Features



Customized Home Page for Registered UserCustomized Home Page for Registered User



Customized Customized 
FeaturesFeatures

- Saved bookmarks
for “Browse By”
queries

- Saved bookmarks
for Custom Reports

- Title bookmarks as 
you like

- Reuse bookmarks 
for modified queries



Customized Customized 
FeaturesFeatures

- Run a query  
and schedule 
future 
information for 
delivery to your 
email account



Customized Customized 
FeaturesFeatures

- Ability to 
choose which 
features appear 
on your personal 
home page 

- Personalized 
weather, based 
on zip code



Select 
parameters for 
the query

- By Commodity

- Aggregate 

- Location 

- Time Period

- Additional 
Refinement 
Optional

Custom Reports Custom Reports –– the Power of the Portalthe Power of the Portal



Custom Reports Custom Reports –– ResultsResults

Edit Query
to modify the
parameters

previously selected



Custom Reports Custom Reports –– Registered User OptionsRegistered User Options

Custom options:

• Save the bookmark
• Email the report
• Email a shortcut to

the report
• Graph the report



To graph the report,
refine to specific 
parameters

New features:

- Graph multiple 
years for comparison

- Graph against five 
year average

- Available March 
2008

Custom Reports Custom Reports –– Graphing OptionsGraphing Options



Custom Reports Custom Reports –– Graphing OptionsGraphing Options

Lettuce FOB Prices, 2007 
Season and Comparisons

Example of Downloaded Graph
(Comparison Functionality available March 2008)



Custom Reports Custom Reports –– Graphing OptionsGraphing Options

Download graph for inclusion into reports
Bookmark graph to run again later

Saving
Graphs



Additional Features Additional Features -- ToolsTools

Currency Conversion

Metric Conversion



Additional Additional 
Features Features -- Retail Retail 

Report Report --

Weekly supermarket  
advertised specials 
survey

New!



Additional Features Additional Features –– Shipping Point Shipping Point 
HighlightsHighlights

Interactive listing of 
commodities with price changes 



Additional Features Additional Features -- WeatherWeather



Additional Features Additional Features –– Daily Movement Daily Movement 

Report with 
season totals
(PDF format)



• Portal Communities

• RSS notification of updated information

• Add Districts to rail movement data

• Improve display on Portal queries

• Make additional graphing options available

• Add improved functionality to the Retail 

Report

WhatWhat’’s Next?s Next?



http://www.marketnews.usda.gov/portal/fv

terry.long@usda.gov



Thank You!Thank You!


